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On The Cover

The cover photo is a picture
of fuchsia ‘Veenlust’, taken by
Janis Bergquist and entered
in the 2010 American Fuchsia
Society photo contest. Photo
placed 3rd.

AFS Bulletins -Missing?
Tell someone

We need to help each oth-
er. If you hear an AFS Mem-
ber say they didn’t get their
AFS bulletin, tell your lo-
cal branch membership sec-
retary or AFS, Membership
Secretary.

As AFS, Circulation Man-
agers, we, Janis & Rodney
Bergquist very seldom get
notified of a request to re-
place a lost bulletin. We will
be glad to send out a replace-
ment bulletin. We need name
and address & which bulle-
tins you are you missing.
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Life Worth Living

No one is ever entirely free
from a certain amount of trou-
bles, woes, illnesses, discour-
agements, and disappoint-
ments. As a matter of fact,
this sort of adversity seems to
go hand-in-hand with life as
long as life is lived. In sum-
ming up the past year, how-
ever it is not the afore-men-
tioned things that are best
remembered. It is, rather, the
many kind and happy occa-
sions which make life worth
living that come foremost in
our thoughts.

Our organization, the Amer-
ican Fuchsia Society, goes be-
yond its principal purpose in
merely promoting our favorite
flower. AFS, branches create
an especially happy diversion
for us from the daily routine
of life. Gardening is a won-
derful hobby. Specializing in
such a fascinating plant the
fuchsia makes it doubly so. It
adds interest and variety, not
only to our gardens, but also
to our lives.x

Mark MacDougall, Past Bulletin Editor.
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The Many Values of a

Gardening Hobby
By Norvell Gillespie, Garden Columnist

The world would be a pret-
ty dull place without plants.
Trees, shrubs, vines, ground
covers, and grasses covering
much of the earth and add a
special beauty along with re-
lated values of food produc-
tion, shelter, and lumber.

From the viewpoint of ro-
manticists, plants are a link
with our primeval past. They
offer us shade and shad-
ow, shelter, sustenance, and
give us color, texture, form,
and mass to work with in our
manmade compositions. Be-
yond this, they grow, burst
into flowers, drop their leaves,
change color, and bear fruit.

And plants, you must admit,
are a friend to man unless you
choose to think of poison oak
and spiny cactus. They can
be transplanted thousands of
miles from their native hab-
itat or grown for years con-
fined in a pot for man’s plea-
sure. They bear no resentment
when severely cut; they come
back again and again when
constantly sheared and col-
laborate  willingly = when
man’s fancy turns them into

pleached allees, cantoured
boxwoods, “poodled” privets
or bonsai specimens.

We who garden mere-
ly scratch the surface of the
world of living things. The
plant life we may grow comes
in hundreds of species and
varieties. This is why garden-
ing will always be a fascinat-
ing challenge; a never-ending
adventure charged with new
interest and sensations in any
and every phase to which our
curiosity may lead us.

And each year new variet-
ies of plant life come in great-
er numbers to add to what
we have, with new colors and

new forms.
Alfred Lord Tennyson
wrote many years ago:

As we surpass our father’s
skill, Our sons will shame our
own; A thousand things are
hidden still, And not a hun-
dred known. And had some
prophet spoken true, Of all
we shall achieve, The wonders
were so widely new, That no
man would believe. We must
be humble when we garden,
conscious always of how little
we really know. “A thousand
things are hidden still.” How
inadequate man’s life span
is for understanding all the
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inner secrets of the living
world around us. The great-
est plantsmen the world has
ever known, individually and
collectively, have always been
quick to affirm their limited
knowledge.

We who garden, then, are
adventurers as well as green
thumbers. We know we will
achieve success, but to what
degree is something charged
with expectancy and excite-
ment. Every time we sow
some seeds, or take cuttings,
we are creating. To grow and
bring into being new living
plants, will always be the gar-
dener’s heritage.

If we're honest, most of us
will admit that we usually be-
gin with a long series of blun-
ders. But, if we learn from our
mistakes, then we are on the
road to success. All of us try to
grow too many different types
of plants; plants that have
nothingin common with each
other, plants that are of many
diverse races and species and
growth requirements.

Every gardener has the priv-
ilege of selecting some per-
sonal favorite plant and this
is where we should start. Re-
gardless of what is chosen,

it will invariably mean then
that there will be hundreds of
species and varieties to
choose from. Once choice
has been determined, con-
sider other plants that long
have shown by environmen-
tal preferences that they are
natural companions.

All through plant life the
herd instinct is very strong.
Plants of different races as-
sociate with one another for
mutual advantage. When we
site a plant in a setting that is
alien to its kind, it merely ex-
ists, a weak replica of what it
well could be. Every race of
plants has both giant and tiny
forms. Some gardeners prefer
vigorous growth with massive
colorful flowers. Rare beau-
ty often comes in miniature
form, yet some of our plant
treasurers are just that tiny.
Here again, the choice is per-
sonal and unlimited.

With gardeners, the desire
to acquireis ever more intense
when some plant is seen and
admired in full flower. This
is usually the worst possible
time to consider planting. We
work all through the year if we
seek to have the unusual, and

continued page 6
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Gardening From page 5
often our efforts reach their
greatest peak of success if we
plan many months ahead of
the harvest.

Where do we choose our
personal favorites and how do
we determine what to grow
with them?

There are no secrets con-
cerned with observing plants
in other places and judging
how well they are doing. Just
think about the many plants
you have admired for a long
time—but always growing
somewhere else. Determine
how they can be introduced
to the home garden scene; no-
tice how certain other plants
associated with them always
seem to thrive and look dif-
ferent from others. Study the
good taste that has been ob-
viously used, how house and
garden have an air of the orig-
inal and the unusual.

The choice is ours final-
ly ... an adventure that never
stands still. Bud drop on tu-
berous begonias may cause
a heartache or two. But the
challenge of nature is always
there ... and this makes it all

worthwhile.x
From: National Fuchsia Society, The
Fuchsia Fan of February 1975

The American Fuchsia So-
ciety, is hobbyist sharing
with others what we have
learned about growing fuch-
sias, so you can also grow
beautiful fuchsias, and enjoy
fuchsia friends.
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS
May the Fuchsias in your garden
Bring you happiness and cheer.
May they lift the sadness from your heart
Throughout the coming year.
May they send a ray of sunshine
To dark corners of your life.
May their colors tend to lighten
World frustrations and all strife.
May the beauty of their flowers
Ease the hurt and pain within
The abundant clear green foliage
Turn your frown into a grin.
When the hummingbirds and bees arrive
Their sweetness to collect,
May you do a deed of kindness
To whomever you select.
May you have a reassurance
When your fuchsias are around
Of simple beauty in your life
When peace and joy abound.

argaret LeBow
1966 President greater
Seattle Branch

From AFS Bulletin January 1972
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Understanding

Plant Growth
William O. Walker
Sacramento Branch

Some years ago I was asked
to write an article on un-
derstanding how plants are
shaped and grow. A group of
hybridists, nursery people,
and growers wanted to bet-
ter understand this particu-
lar activity of plants. I agreed
to do the research and write
such an article.

In my research I came
across an informative article
on just that subject, written by
Dr. Joyce G. Greene. The arti-
cle appeared in the ‘Horticul-
ture’ magazine in November
1977* It was one of the most
revealing articles I have ever
read on the subject. The fol-
lowing are paraphrased and
digested excerpts of this mag-
nificent work.

Auxin is the growth-regu-
lating hormone that governs
all growing activity with-
in a plant. This auxin is pro-
duced in the top-most apical
bud of the main stem. As it is
produced, it flows downward
regulating lateral and auxil-
iary buds and cell elongation.
Also, it controls root growth
and their development.

Each part of the plant re-
quires different amounts of
this essential hormone. The
receipt of improper amounts
of this regulatory substance
can act very adversely on
that part of the plant. This is
why strange growth activi-
ty suddenly develops in some
plants. Too much actually re-
tards growth. The stem of the
plant has the greatest need
for paramount growth. The
buds are next in line, while
the roots demand the least
amount.

Now understanding the
facts, you can recognize what
happens when you pinch a
plant. When you do pinch
the apical bud, you reduce
the amount of auxins in the
stem. This induces two im-
portant activities. First, it
slows down the stem elonga-
tion, thus making the plant
more compact and busier.
Second, this pinching stimu-
lates the lateral and auxilia-
ry buds in the leaf nodes. This
produces buds in profusion,
causing the plant to be busier.
Thus, pinching all growth pe-
riodically will produce a more
compact cultivar.x

| 8 American Fuchsia Society Bulletin N

January-March 2026




Fuchsia History
Antonelli Brothers
Fuchsia & Begonia Nursery

Ant Nelli’s Fuchsia Recipes -
Part A, written by Don Helsel
Crescent City Branch Fuch-
sia Society.
Antonel-

li  Broth-
ers Begonia
and Fuch-
sia  Nurs-
ery in San-
ta Cruz
was estab-
lished in 1935, and contin-
ued to sell fuchsias until the
disastrous fire in March 2005
that destroyed one of the best
Fuchsia/Begonia nurseries in
California. The fuchsia leg-
acy lived on for many years
through the efforts of Michael
Breneman (Ant Nelli’s fuch-
sia expert). After Antonel-
lis closed Michael started his
own fuchsia nursery “Mi-
chaels Fuchsia Galore”. He
moved the fuchsias Antonel-
lis’s has given him plus his
own and became part of the
ALLADIN Nursery in Watson-
ville. Michaels last day was 15
September 2017.

The following is fuchsia ad-
vice taken from and offered in
“Ant Nelli’s Fuchsia Recipes,

a handout from the old nurs-
ery however basic fuchsia cul-
ture doesn’t change much.

HOW TO GROW FUCH-
SIAS: Fuchsias are very easy
to grow. They require rich,
well-drained soil, morning
sun, frequent watering in hot
climates, and regular feed-
ing. If you follow the recipes
closely you can then sit back
and enjoy the full beauty of
your fuchsia hybrid or specie
plants.

SOIL: The soil for fuchsias,
whether in the garden or in
a container, should be rich,
well drained, slightly acid and
should hold moisture without
being soggy. To the average
garden soil or flower bed add
plenty of compost, peat moss,
or forest humus. If the soil or
planting mix used is heavy, a
good amount of sharp sand is
beneficial. Or as an alterna-
tive to sand you can use Per-
lite (sponge rock) instead. Go
to your local nursery and buy
any one of anumber of brands
of POTTING SOIL. Do not buy
potting mix as it is often heavi-
er and may require the addi-
tion of sand or Perlite.

LOCATION: Fuchsias grow
best when provided with

continued page 10
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Ant Nelli’s From page 9

filtered sun, in cool coastal
climates. Usually they grow
well on the north or east side
of buildings, fences, trees,
or large shrubs which gives
them protection from the hot
mid-day sun. Fuchsias re-
quire some sunlight to pro-
duce flowers so do not plant
them in total shade. With-
out sufficient sunlight they
will grow spindly and have
very few flowers. On the oth-
er hand, Fuchsias grow poor-
ly when exposed to full sun
in hot climates and will usu-
ally have scorched leaves, few
flowers, and wilted stems.

The ideal location is where
they will receive early morn-
ing sun, filtered afternoon
sun. When the summers are
hot it is best to give them
morning sun only.

During winter, when Fuch-
sias are inactive, they re-
quire only enough water to
keep the roots damp. They do
require protection from hard
frost/freezing weather. Where
winters are mild they can
stay outdoors with only slight
overhead protection. Most
garden fuchsias are hardy to
around 22-25 degrees F. Bring

fuchsias indoors in extreme
cold areas. DO NOT FERTIL-
IZE FUCHSIAS IN WINTER
unless they are under green-
house conditions.

PRUNING: Fuchsias should
be pruned heavily each year
after the danger of frost has
passed.

Here in California we usual-
ly prune mid-February or ear-
ly March. In colder areas late
march or early April. Under
greenhouse conditions, mid-
February is best for pruning,
for bringing plants into bloom
in early May.

When pruning, all vigor-
ous branches should be cut
back to one or two pairs of
dormant buds or nodes.

This is about halfway down
on upright types and to the
edge of the container on
hanging varieties. Very weak
branches, twigs, and those
branches interfering with oth-
er branches should be elimi-
nated. Any frost damaged or
dead branches should also be
eliminated.
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REPOTTING: Pruning time
is also the best time to repot
Fuchsias. Young plants can
be potted up into the next size
container.

Very old plants can be re-
moved from their container
and some of the old root sys-
tem “shaved off”. This is done
with a sharp/stiff knife, cut-
ting off 1 inch from all sides of
the root ball and 2 inches off

the bottom. After “shaving” is
finished, put 2 inches of fresh
potting soil in the bottom of
the same container, add the
root ball and 1 inch of fresh
potting mix around the edg-
es. Now that old fuchsia plant
is ready for the new season.

FEEDING: At the first sign
of spring growth, apply “fish
emulsion” fertilizer.

As soon as the plants active-
ly begin growing once it starts
towarm up start a mild fertil-
izing program @ Y2 strength
every two weeks.x

This is what your fuchsias_|
| will look like if you do not |
prune them. Notice the long
branches with flowers only
| at the end where the new |
growth is. Fuchsias bloom
| on new growth. |

The work of a garden bears
visible fruit - in a world
where most of our labours
seem suspiciosly meaning-

less.
Pam Brown, b. 1928
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First Fuchsia in the U.S.

It’s Simply Not Know
Sali Dahl’s book part 1V

Further north, in Central
American and Mexico, the
Aztecs took ornamentation

- further.
e i They did
. * not need

, =% =) |terracing
; é; and irriga-
. tion; they
m built their
cities by
lakes. Na-

tive to the areas they inhabit-
ed are several fuchsia species:
Section Encliandra [F. rave-
nii and F. microphylla], whose
tiny blossoms are popular in
many hybrids cultivated to-
day; Section Ellobium, with
F. fulgens and F. splendens;
F. jimenezii, the only mem-
ber of its section, and Section
Schufia, with the ‘lilac’ fuch-
sias, F. arborescence, F. panic-
ulata. The Aztecs were also
rich in fuchsia species.
When Cortez arrived horti-
culture and agriculture sup-
ported the Aztec economy.
They had nurseries, court-
yard gardens, and root gar-
dens. Spaniards were also
impressed by the elabo-
rate gardens of the cities

Tenochtitlan and Texcoco
with pools, fountains, mazes,
summer houses, and bathing
areas.

The Aztecs and kindred peo-
ples had a passion for flowers
which far exceeded that of the
Incas; the greater part of their
lyric poetry was in praise and
sometimes almost in adora-
tion of flowers. Edward Hy-
ams, A History of Gardens and
Gardening

Cortez was also astound-
ed to find what may have
been the first botanic garden.
When Moctezuma I, an an-
cestor of Montezuma, became
emperor, one of his first acts
was to establish that garden.
Plant collectors were sent to
“all tropical parts of the em-
pire to have flowering shrubs
and trees dug up, their root-
balls wrapped in matting and
transported back to Oaxtepic
where the garden was being
planted.” A special ceremony
opened the garden, and forty
gardeners were brought into
care of it.

Another amazing garden
was the royal garden at Izta-
paplan in Mexico which Cor-
tez described in 1519: laid out
in formal squares divided by
trellis-bordered paths and
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served with aqueducts and
canals...stocked with fruit
trees imported from distant
places and with the gaudy
family of flowers which be-
longed to the Mexican flora,
scientifically arranged and
growing luxuriantly in the
equable temperature of the
tableland.

That any of these gar-
dens would not include
F.arborescens or, F. panic-
ulata with their sprays of
pink blossoms, some encli-
andras with their unusually
small flowers, the floriferous
F. fulgens, and the pinched
red blossoms of F.splendens
is unlikely. That they cannot
be specially named is unfor-
tunate. Gardens were lost as
a result of the Spanish Con-
quest. While Cortez wrote
that they, “are the largest,
freshest, and most beauti-
ful ever seen,” incredibly, he
destroyed most of them and
the records of their collec-
tions. Many of the historical
writings that did make it to
Europe were not translated
or published. Therefore, what
the Aztecs specifically culti-
vated is difficult to determine.

Today we are left with some
intriguing generalities of what

must have been glorious
sights. We must wonder if
plant collectors brought
home specimens from these
magnificent gardens and if
any fuchsias came to Amer-
icia directly from this source
or from the wild.x

Did you know?
By Rodney Bergquist

Definition of Gall Mite Re-
sistant fuchsias. The key
word is R=Resistant - NOT
I=immuned. In order to test
a fuchsia to determine if it is
mite resistant the people test-
ing the plants had to put gall
mites on the plant being test-
ed. Gall mite resistant is de-
termined by how tough the
plant tissue or fiber is when
gall mites bite the plant tis-
sue. Tough plant fiber will
display less plant damage,
Called (Mite Resistant).

PACIFIC HORTICULTURE
A quarterly journal of
information articles &
beautiful photographs

1 year $19.95 or 2 years $29.95,
Pacific Horticultural Foundation
PO Box 680

Berkeley, CA 94701

www.pacifichorticultural.org
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Branch Directory

Crescent City: 3rd Wednesday,
Potluck at 6:00 p.m. before every meeting, Del
Norte County Fairgrounds Dining Room, Hwy 1,
Crescent City, CA. Mailing Address:
Crescent City, Fuchsia Society
2035 0Id Mill Road
Crescent City, CA 95531
(916) 213-3941
<n2flowers@comcast.net>

Sacramento: Location, Days & Times. change
Contact (916) 207-1428
<Jose@JoseRodriguezHomes.com>

Salem Area: 2nd Tuesday, 1:30 p.m.
13th St. Nursury
1298 13th St. SE, Salem, OR. 97302
Mailing address: 4543 Brock Loops,
Salem, OR 97302 (503) 584-1786
<knighten_g@yahoo.com>

San Mateo: First Sat, every other month, 10:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Church, 1500 Easton dr.
Burlingame, CA (650) 875-1938
<oscarcolin@sbcglobal.net>

Santa Clara Valley: 1st Tuesday, 7:30 p.m
323 Pine Lane A-302,
Los Altos, CA 94022 (650) 793-7447
<egspack@yahoo.com>

Sebastopol: 4th Friday, 11:00 a.m.
(Potlucks TBA)
Wischemann Hall.,
465 Morris St, Sebastopol, CA
locations occasionaly change,
contact (707) 838-9429 for location
<berrydelight80@yahoo.com>

Affiliated Society

Eugene Fuchsia & Begonia Society

2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Eugene Garden Club, 645
High St., Eugene, OR
(541) 935-2482 <sfuchsia@gmail.com>

J \

AFS INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Ask for Carlos Acosta

1611 Borel PI.
Suite 7-A
San Mateo CA 94402
(650) 598-0394

FAX: (650) 587-0779

Contact State Farm

Insurance directly

If there is a problem,
contact AFS President
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2026 Branch Programs

Jan. 23 Sebastopol - Wischemann Hall discuss 2026
programs plus pruning & taking cuttings.
Mar. 27 Sebastopol - Wischemann Hall - Repotting & Fertilizing
Apr. 24 Tentative - Potting Party @ Nancy Fortner’s
May 22 Elise Groves house. discuss plant sale, potluck
Jun. 26 Elise Groves or Nancy McGowan’s - discuss plant sale
Jul. 24 (Friday) Sebastopol Center for the Arts - Fuchsia Sale
setup 5:00 p.m.

Mark your Calendar - Special Events

July 25 (Saturday) 9 a.m. Sebastopol Cener for the Arts -
Fuchsia Sale and Pot Luck . Bring food to share.

Important saying
If you want to enjoy your fuchsia group, you need to find a
way to particpate.
Bring something to a meeting, like Show & Tell, Show &
Share or Show & Ask a question.

NEW AFS website: americanfuchsiasociety.org, has close to
100 fuchsia culture articles which cover most fuchsia culture
subjects. Articles can be downloaded and printed.

AFS has a Facebook page. Within Facebook search Amer-
ican Fuchsia Society. AFS members can post branch activi-
ties, photos, plant sales etc. The Sebastopol Branch also has a
Facebook page called Sebastopol Fuchsia Friends.

WANT MORE FUCHSIA CULTURE INFORMATION?
Contact AFS Fuchsia Consultant
Janis Bergquist by e-mail or phone.
Contact info is on page 2 of every AFS Bulletin.
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